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Manas Biosphere Reserve is spread across India and Bhutan and covers 6,500 square kilometres. The
Kanchenjunga reserve stretches between India and Nepal and covers 25,000 square kilometers

Five years from now, if a massive bio-diversity project in the Northeast develops the way the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) has planned, Assam's Manas Biosphere Reserve will be linked to the
Kanchenjunga Biosphere Reserve spread across Sikkim and Bengal, creating a lush green paradise that covers
over 30,000 square kilometres and includes forest land in Bhutan and Nepal. Should the project be successful, it
could be a game-changer in attempts to conserve the wildlife of the eastern Himalayas.

Starting next year, a massive trans-border conservation programme, powered by local communities from India,
Bhutan and Nepal, will be launched. The trans-boundary landscapes of these three countries contains a stunning
array of animals and plants, including majestic creatures like the tiger; the proposed project is expected to place
an emphasis on cross-country cooperation to protect India's national animal from poaching and wildlife
trafficking.

"UNEP is working closely with the governments of India, Nepal and Bhutan to move beyond joint patrol of
forest reserves. The focus is to create a knowledge base, share best practices and encourage better management
of park landscapes from in India to Nepal” Adam Hodge, UNEP Regional Information Officer (Asia-Pacific)
told NDTV.

The goal of the project is also to enhance the involvement of local communities; wildlife conservation across
the world relies on the help of locals, for whom the forests and jungles are sources of livelihood and can
therefore be persuaded to aid in its protection.

Enhancing community involvement also includes spreading awareness about responsible tourism, capacity-
building for better management of protected areas and setting up mechanisms so the three countries can work
together on ecological integrity.

"There is a lot of scope here... the tourism industry has just started in this part of the globe and if we can do
proper hand-holding of tour operators... | am sure people here are aware of the need to promote responsible
tourism... the potential is absolutely immense,” Anjuna Dhir, Director (Programmes), Eco Tourism Society of
India, said.

Manas Biosphere Reserve is spread across India and Bhutan and covers 6,500 square kilometres. The
Kanchenjunga reserve stretches between India and Nepal and covers 25,000 square kilometres. The total cost of
integrating these reserves is $US 7.5 million.

As with biosphere reserves and protected forests around the world, the Manas and Kanchenjunga reserves face
serious challenges - from poaching and illegal logging to encroachment - leading to man-animal conflicts.

Linking biosphere reserves and forest lands is crucial in efforts to conserve wildlife and promote biodiversity
because, among other things, it provides corridor connectivity - that is, it helps connect animal populations
separated by human activity and thereby improve the chances of an animal successfully breeding in the wild.

SOURCE:- https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/ambitious-us-7-5-million-project-to-link-manas-kanchenjunga-
reserves-2134024
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